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Significance 
 
Part 5 – Monitoring instruments 
 
This report describes a low-cost, single-threshold surge recorder developed in 1963-64 for 
acquiring further statistical data on the occurrence of surges in low-voltage AC power distribution 
systems.  Looking over the parts list and costs (last page of the report) induces some nostalgia 
after 30 years. 
 
After the proliferation of surge-protective devices and switch-mode power supplies, the recording 
of surge voltages has become a fallacy – a theme presented in several papers of this part of the 
anthology – hence a need to characterize the surge environment by monitoring the current that 
can be delivered by a surge, not the let-through voltage resulting from “SPDs galore” – see the 
file “Galore” in this part.  Unfortunately, attempts to develop a similar low-cost, single-threshold or 
waveform-recording instrument (see file “Novel transducer” in this part) have not been successful 
or undertaken by industry.   
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